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Introduction
A whole book on the Dell DJ? Really? That was our reaction when Paul McCartney
came to Dave in a dream and said, in his cute Liverpudlian accent, “Hey, lad, a book
on the DJ would be peachy.” Dave then told Rick this story. Coincidentally, Rick had
been visited that very night in his dreams by Christina Aguilera, who had mumbled
something about not knowing how to plug in a hairdryer.

Anyway, one thing led to another, and Dave and Rick decided that a Dell DJ
book was a splendid idea (and not just because one of the Fab Four had suggested it).
That’s because there is so much more to the portable music phenomenon than just
pressing Play on the DJ. The Dell DJ is a sophisticated gadget with lots of capabilities.
It can store tunes, ferry data files like a portable hard disk, and make voice recordings.
With the right software, it can stream music across a network or the Internet.
There are accessories to consider. And don’t forget that you need to get the music
onto the DJ to begin with, so you need to know about ripping songs from CD,
downloading tunes from Web sites, and copying music from analog sources like
LPs and cassettes.

The Dell DJ is the state of the art in a fairly new phenomenon: digital music.
Digital music has launched a whole new era in arts, entertainment, and technology.
When the very first music fans uploaded a song to the Internet and shared it with
the world, they had absolutely no idea how profound and far-reaching the effect
would actually be.

We’re not exaggerating. Consider this: in the past, people tended to think of
a music purchase as buying a thing—an LP, a cassette, or a CD. You owned a thing,
and had to carry the thing with you to listen to music when you were away from home.
Sure, you could make a copy—and the copyright law afforded you that opportunity—
but few people copied music very often. It just wasn’t a common practice.

Flash forward to today and you’ll find that digital audio is making people
reconsider what it means to buy music. It’s becoming less of a thing and more of
a license to listen. File formats like MP3 and WMA have made music files so small
that you can carry the equivalent of 500 CDs in your pocket. Dave and Rick, for
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instance, have copied their music collection into digital format, allowing them to
carry it anywhere as long as they remember to pack the Dell DJ. That’s so amazing
it almost seems like science fiction. Yet today, it’s reality.

We wrote How to Do Everything with Your Dell DJ to help you master every
angle and option in this exciting new world of portable digital music. The book
focuses mainly on the DJ, of course, but it also covers all the essentials of ripping
music from CDs and LPs, cleaning up that music, and transferring those songs
back and forth between your DJ and a PC.

We wrote this book so you could sit down and read it through like a novel. But
if you’re looking for specific information, we made it easy to find. Plus, you can
find special elements to help you get the most out of the book:

■ How to… These special boxes explain, in a nutshell, how to accomplish
key tasks. Read them to discover key points covered in each chapter.

■ Notes These provide extra information that’s often very important to gain
understanding of a particular topic.

■ Tips These tell you how to do something smarter or faster.

■ Sidebars Here we address related (and, sometimes, unrelated) topics.
Sidebars can be pretty interesting, if only to see us bicker like an old
married couple.

Can’t get enough of Dave and Rick? You can also send questions and comments
to dave@bydavejohnson.com and rickbroida1@excite.com. You’ll get a faster response
if you send us free tickets to concerts, boxes of cookies, replacement guitar strings,
or a date with Halle Berry (for Dave only). Thanks, and enjoy the book!

xiv How to Do Everything with Your Dell DJ
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Head-to-Head with Rick and Dave
Dave: Rick and I rarely see eye to eye. He shares the musical taste of a 14-year-old
girl, and his idea of high literature is reading Entertainment Weekly. So we face
off once in every chapter of this book. Within these sidebars, nothing is sacred,
but hopefully you’ll find them amusing.

Rick: I don’t know what “high literature” is, but at least Entertainment Weekly’s
writers can construct a grammatically correct sentence. I should warn readers
now, Dave doesn’t like jazz, so you have to take everything he says with a grain
of salt. And, for the record, I have the musical taste of a 15-year-old girl, thank
you very much.
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